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History of the Devotion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

In the Indian language, "Guadalupe" means 

to “crush the head of the serpent.”   

It refers to Genesis 3:15:  

Mary, the conqueror of evil.  

The image also depicts a detail from         

Apocalypse 12:  

“And a great sign appeared in Heaven: A 

woman clothed with the sun and the moon 

under her feet.”  
 

The Virgin wears a black band at her waist, 

which symbolises pregnancy.  
 

In the year 1791, muriatic acid accidentally 

spilled on the upper right side of the tilma. 

During the period of 30 days, without any 

special treatment, the affected fabric  

re-constituted itself miraculously. 
 

In the year 1921, a man concealed a high 

power bomb in a flower arrangement, and 

placed it at the feet of the tilma.                   

The explosion destroyed everything ,    

except for the tilma,  

which remained intact.  

 

 

Prayer to St Juan Diego 
St Juan Diego, we ask you to accompany the 

Church on her pilgrimage in the world. 
Encourage the Bishops, support the priests, 

inspire new and holy vocations. 
Bless all people and families, strengthen 

spouses in marriages and sustain the efforts  
of parents to give their  

children a Christian upbringing.  
Look with favour upon the pain of those who 

are suffering in body or in spirit, on those 
afflicted by poverty, and loneliness.  

Take to Our Lady protector of the unborn, all 
the Holy Innocents lost through abortion. Help 

us to remember that Human life is sacred.  
The dignity of the human person is the 

foundation of a moral vision for society.  
Intercede for our society,  human life is under 
direct attack from other threats; euthanasia, 

human cloning, the destruction of human 
embryos for research, and the undermining of 

traditional marriage between man and woman. 
May all people, civic leaders and ordinary 
people, always act in  accordance with the 

demands of justice and with respect for the 
dignity of each person, so that in this way peace 
may be sustained. Beloved Juan Diego, show us 
the way  to Our Lady of Guadalupe that she may 

receive us in the depths of her heart and  
guide us to the true God. Amen.  

(Adapted from Saint John Paul II canonisation of Juan Diego 2002) 
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Mesoamerica, the New World, 1521:  
The capital city of the Aztec empire falls 
under the Spanish forces. Less than 20 

years later, 9 million of the inhabitants of 
the land, who professed for centuries a 

polytheistic and human sacrificing religion, 
are  converted to Christianity.  

 

What happened in those times that        
produced such an incredible and              

historically unprecedented conversion? 
According to traditional accounts, during a 
walk from his home village to Mexico City 
early on the morning of December 9, 1531 

a "Lady from Heaven" appeared to a    
humble Native American, Juan Diego, at 
Tepeyac, a hill northwest of what is now 

Mexico City. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

She identified herself as the ever Virgin,  
Holy Mary, Mother of the True God 

 for whom we live, of the Creator of all things, 
Lord of heaven and the earth.  

She made a request for a church to be built on 
the site, and asked her messenger Juan Diego 
to go and submit her wish to the local Bishop. 

When the Bishop hesitated,  
and requested her for a sign,  

the Mother of God sent her native messenger 
to the top of a hill, even though it was winter 

and no flowers bloomed on the hilltop,  
Diego found Castilian roses,  

which were of the Bishop's native home,  
but not indigenous to Tepeyac,  

this was the sign. He gathered them,   
and the Virgin herself arranged  

them in his tilma, or peasant cloak. 
 
 

When Juan Diego presented the roses to the 
Bishop, the image of the Virgin of Guadalupe  

miraculously appeared imprinted on the 
native's tilma. Juan Diego's cloak was made of 
poor quality cactus-cloth, which should have 
deteriorated in 20 years but shows no sign of 

decay 487 years later and still defies all 
scientific explanations of its  

origin or design. 

The rough material of the tilma has a lifespan of 
no more than 20-30 years. Several centuries 

ago, a replica of the image was painted on an 
identical piece of maguey cloth, and it 

disintegrated after several decades. 
 

Nonetheless, during the almost 500 years of the 
miracle, the cloth with the image of Mary 

remains as strong as it was on the first day. 
 

There is much more of the fascinating history  
in a booklet titled ‘History, Facts & Prayers’  

available at The Shrine.  


