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Feast Day Mass, December 2016
With the summer heat in full force at the moment, it seems a
long time since the damp and dark evening of 12 December
2016, when we held our memorable Feast Day Mass at the Shrine
in Bedford, celebrated by Archbishop Bernard Longley of Birmingham. Despite the inclement conditions outside, the church was
full of light, music and rejoicing in the presence of the Miraculous
Relic Image in her own home. Guardians and supporters from all
over the United Kingdom joined us for the Annual Celebration of
Our Lady’s Feast Day.
Representatives from our National Tour Pilgrimage Partners, the
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The beautiful church of the Holy Child and St Joseph, Bedford; home to the Shrine of the
Miraculous Relic Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
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Feast Day Mass
(Continued from page 1)

Knights of Saint Columba, led by Deputy Supreme Knight Joe Rodriguez, included Directors
and Provincial Grand Knights who had travelled great distances from as far as Scotland to
be with us.
The event was filmed for broadcast on the Catholic Media and EWTN. Clare Ward from our
Media Team interviewed Archbishop Bernard on the significance and importance of the
Miraculous Relic Image and the strength of the devotion within the Catholic Church. A video of the Feast Day Mass and interview is available on our website, YouTube and other social media.

Archbishop Longley gives his
homily

Archbishop Longley gives his homily.

Archbishop Bernard Longley celebrates the Feast Day Mass

Archbishop Bernard is interviewed by
Clare Ward

The Knights came in force...
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Feast of the Annunciation at Christ the King Church, Bedford
Just over three months later, on the Feast of the Annunciation on 26 March, we started our
2017 Pilgrimage Tour just two miles away from the Shrine, at Christ the King Church, Bedford. This was in the context of a Mass celebrated in the Extraordinary Form. There have
been many Masses in different languages in the presence of the Relic Image, but this was
the first one in Latin. The celebrant was Father Gabriel Diaz, who is Argentinian and has a
special devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe. After the Mass, Guardian Barbara Kay gave a
short talk on the history and significance of the Relic Image.

Father Diaz celebrates the Latin Mass

Father Diaz and the Knights of St Columba

First Latin Mass
on Pilgrimage
Tour!

Guardian Barbara Kay

Christ the King Church,
Bedford

Young and old venerate the Relic Image
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St Barnabas Cathedral, Nottingham
With April came Spring and the first major Visit of the
2017 Pilgrimage Tour to St Barnabas Cathedral,
Nottingham. Large numbers of people from all over
Nottingham Diocese came to the various events over
the six days. There was a Portuguese Mass and a
Polish Mass and it was good to see the Scouts safeguarding the Relic Image at the latter. There was also a
Kerala community prayer service. The Saturday was a
Pro-Life Day and, appropriately, two babies were baptised in front of the Relic Image. On the Monday,
groups of local schoolchildren learnt about the Relic
Image and had an opportunity to venerate.

Schoolchildren venerate the Relic Image

A Kerala Community
Prayer Service and
Masses in Portuguese and
Polish

Polish Scouts safeguard the Miraculous Relic Image

Kerala community prayer service

Floral display before the Relic Image

Knights of St Columba

Page 5

St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham and ‘March for Life’
On 19 May, the Relic Image travelled to Birmingham to be present in St Chad’s Cathedral during
the weekend of the March for Life. This is highly
significant as Our Lady of Guadalupe is Protectress
of the Unborn and Patroness of the Pro-Life Movement. Three Bishops and large crowds attended
the Mass at the Cathedral and the rain did not
dampen the enthusiasm of the marchers.

The Bishops venerate the Relic Image

Large crowds gather at St Chad’s

“It was a memorable experience and a privilege to be a small
part of such a great public witness to our Catholic Faith.”

Our Pilgrimage partners, the Knights of St Columba

Enthusiastic Pro-Lifers take to the streets of Birmingham

Canon Gerry Breen, Dean of St Chad’s Cathedral, and
Guardian Andrew Hinde
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Appleby Fair

Appleby Fair

The second weekend in June
saw what is probably the
most unusual Visit undertaken so far. On Friday 9 June,
our new van made its way
224 miles northward to
Cumbria as, after several
attempts, a visit to the Travellers’ Fair at Appleby had
finally been arranged. Because of the free and easy

character of the Fair, it was
simply a case of turning up
on the day and “going with
the flow” as far as timings
were concerned. Our gazebo
was skillfully erected by the
Travellers and it withstood
the gusts of wind and rain.
The Chaplain to the Traveller
community, Father Philip
Conner, commented on the

calmer-than-usual atmosphere of the Fair and
attributed this to Our Lady’s
presence.
The visual qualities of the
Relic Image made a great
impression on the Travellers;
their devotion to Our Lady
was evident and the Guardians are planning to repeat
this visit in 2018.

The Mission tent

Father Philip Conner

Members of the Traveller community

First Holy Communion
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St George’s Cathedral, Southwark, London
No sooner is one Visit is over – and often
before – than we are planning for the next
one. The London Bridge area hit the headlines for all the wrong reasons at the beginning of June. We are hoping to bring a
more positive atmosphere when our next
Visit takes place. From 28 – 31 July 2017,
the Relic Image will be visiting St George’s
Cathedral, Southwark. The footfall here is
quite small because it is not in a residential We are hoping the crowds will be as large as this on 28 - 31 July
at St George's!
area, so publicising the Visit around the Diocese is crucial. Some of the Guardians visited the Cathedral on 23 May to start planning for the Visit.

Walsingham: Youth 2000 and the Pilgrimage for Life
The Relic Image will visit Walsingham in the summer for Youth 2000 and again in the autumn for the Pilgrimage for Life .

Church of St Hilda, Stevenage
Looking further forward into the autumn, the Relic Image will be making one of its nearer Visits to
the Church of St Hilda, Stevenage, Hertfordshire.
An initial planning meeting took place on 23 May
and the Guardians were given a warm and enthusiastic welcome by the Parish Priest, members of
the congregation and the local Knights of St Columba. For a parish church, St Hilda’s has a very
large sanctuary where the Relic Image will have
pride of place from 6 – 9 October and, amongst
other events, several Masses for ethnic groups
are already being planned. The Guardians will be
returning to St Hilda's on 15 August to plan in
more detail for the Visit.

Planning the Visit to Stevenage

The beautiful altar at St Hilda's
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Dundee
Guardians Andrew and Dick flew to Dundee on 12 July, where they had a very successful
planning visit at the Cathedral. The Pilgrimage Visit had originally been planned for November 2017, but it may now be rearranged to a suitable date as part of the 2018 National Pilgrimage Tour.

Feast Day Mass, 12 December 2017
We hope Father Gabriel
Kyte will be joining us on
12 December

And then in December the annual programme comes
full circle with the Feast Day Mass at the Shrine. We
have invited Father Gabriel Kyte from Bradford, who
has been with us for Youth 2000, to be our Principal
Celebrant on that occasion.

Our Website and Newsletter
We’re on the Web!
If you visit our website,
relicourladyofguadalupe.co.uk
www.relicourladyofguadalupe.co.uk, you
will find much more information about our
work and plenty more photographs! This is
Subscribe to the
updated regularly so there is always something new to read.
Shrine Newsletter
Receiving the Newsletter by email:
Subscribe to the Shrine Newsletter via our website or email Sheila
Allen, saguadalupebedford@gmail.com, to be added to our mailing list.

Have Van and Ramp, will travel!
Our new van has already done several hundred miles! It has
been to Nottingham, Birmingham and most recently to
Cumbria. Having a vehicle of this size has made the transportation of the Relic Image in its travelling case and the
repository stock much easier and more dignified for Our
Lady.
More recently we took delivery of a ramp and this has improved the logistics of Pilgrimage Visits still further. We are
grateful for donations received from Pilgrims enabling us to
carry out the Visits with greater efficiency.
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Blue and gold for Our Lady
The Guardians recently welcomed receiving new
curtains for the ceremonial covering of the Miraculous Relic Image while on Pilgrimage.
The ceremonial covering and uncovering of the
Miraculous Relic Image, carried out by the
Knights of Saint Columba, takes place at the beginning and end of each Pilgrimage day. On the
request of the Celebrant, the Relic Image can also
be covered during Mass so as to focus on Our
Lord Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.
The blue and gold brocade is of the highest quality and has beautiful religious symbols woven
throughout, including roses, so closely associated
with the events at Guadalupe. Blue is traditionally associated with Our Lady and gold denotes her
Queenship of Heaven. The material was supplied
to us on very generous terms, funded by donation and made up by Vicky Sheen.

What’s Happening at the Shrine
An hour’s reflection at the Shrine “Our Lady, Ark of the Covenant” was led by Martyn Furman.
Recently an eager, well-attended group met at the Shrine for
the first of this year’s talks on Our Lady to hear an hour’s reflection, “Our Lady, Ark of the Covenant”, led by Martyn Furman. Martyn is a convert from the Jewish Faith and a renowned speaker on many aspects of the Catholic Faith.
Martyn delivered his engaging talk with great passion. He
invited us to reflect on Our Lady as “Ark of the Covenant”,
and reminded us of Her humble yet intrinsic part in The Divine Plan.
Martyn was able to share his personal knowledge of the
Canon Seamus, Rector of the Shrine,
with Martyn Furman

(Continued on page 10)
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What’s Happening at the Shrine
(Continued from page 9)

Jewish Faith, highlighting its ritual and reverence.
Here we discover:


“The Old Ark was the Physical Dwelling Place of
the Shekinah Glory”,



“The New Ark (Our Lady) was the Physical
Dwelling Place of The Word Incarnate”; thus
linking the Old Testament with the New in such
a wonderful way.

Martyn’s talk included a lovely DVD capturing Our
Lady in such a beautiful way.

Waiting for Martyn Furman’s talk to begin

The Litany to Our Lady seemed the perfect end to the evening.

National Pilgrimage Tour 2018
We look forward to many more people being able to see and venerate the Miraculous Relic
Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe during the 2018 National Pilgrimage Tour, which we are
currently planning. If you would like us to consider your Cathedral, Parish, School or Catholic event and have, as yet, not contacted us, please use the contact and booking form on
our website. Before completing your request, please read the article on "Organising a Visit
FAQ". The closing date for all requests is 30 September 2017. We look forward to hearing
from you. *Please note: If your request is not successful, it will be automatically added to
our waiting list.*

Home Shrine Devotion of the Pilgrim Queen
Following the very successful 2016 National Pilgrimage Tour, we established new Home Shrine
groups in Crewe, Birmingham, Southampton,
Cardiff and Swindon. Throughout the United
Kingdom, we now have five hundred and thirtynine groups including five within Catholic
Schools and Colleges who are regularly praying
the Rosary for life, family and vocations with
Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Pilgrim Queen, as
(Continued on page 11)
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Home Shrine Devotion of the Pilgrim Queen
(Continued from page 10)

their focus. If your Parish Prayer Group or you and your Parish Priest would like to learn
about the devotion, please contact us via the website
www.relicourladyofguadalupe.co.uk and the Guardians would be happy to arrange a Parish Presentation.

Nine Months into the job – reflections from the
Media Co-ordinator, Barbara Kay
You may remember in the last Newsletter that I had recently
taken on the role of Media and Publicity Co-ordinator following the sad illness and death of Dr Sue Sarsfield. That was October 2016, nine months ago now. One of my first jobs was to
organise the publicity and the guest list for Our Lady of Guadalupe’s Feast Day Mass in December 2016 and it was my
great privilege, on a dark damp night, to meet and greet
Archbishop Bernard Longley when he stepped out of his car
outside the Shrine in Bedford to be Principal Celebrant at our
Feast Day Mass. This was just the beginning of a wonderful
evening mentioned elsewhere in this Newsletter.
This was the highlight of the year, but before and after this, I
had been on two planning visits to Nottingham Cathedral and
Barbara meets Archbishop Bernard since then I have been on a planning visit to St Hilda’s Church,
Longley
Stevenage. My main function at these meetings is to take and
distribute the minutes so that the Guardians, the Knights and the local clergy know what is
going to happen when the Miraculous Relic Image visits their church, cathedral or other
venue.
Publicity for the Visits is crucial and this largely contributed to the hundreds of people
attending the Pilgrim Visit at Nottingham. Another part of my role is to liaise with the local
and national press to include adverts and press releases in their publications. I write some
of the press releases myself and I was fortunate enough to be given the opportunity to
attend a one-day Press Release course in December in London. There was only one other
person on the course, so we both got almost individual tuition geared to our particular cir(Continued on page 12)
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Nine Months into the job – reflections from the
Media Co-ordinator, Barbara Kay
(Continued from page 11)

cumstances. The tutor’s comments were encouraging and I gained lots of new ideas to put
into practice – I hope this shows in my writing!
I was asked to give a short talk about the Relic
Image on the first Visit of the 2017 season to
my own parish, Christ the King, Bedford, and
by a happy co-incidence took place on the
Feast of the Annunciation. This was my first
experience of public speaking and it really
helped to be in a familiar venue. I had tapped
many sources on the internet and I am told
the resulting talk was good, so the next time
will be slightly less nerve-wracking!
As well as the specific work for each Pilgrimage Visit, I am also in the process of compiling
a booklet giving the facts about the Miraculous Relic Image and the source of each piece of
information, as this has been requested by a number of people. We are hoping that the
booklet will be ready in time for the Southwark Visit at the end of July. It has been timeconsuming but absolutely fascinating trawling the internet to find the sources of the information that we have.
Barbara gives a talk at Christ the King, Bedford

If I can do anything to help with your media requirements, please email me at
mbk3@outlook.com.

School Visits
We are used to seeing the Miraculous Relic Image behind glass in a frame. This has not always been so! Anne Reddin, Guardian and Schools Visits Co-ordinator, recalls that in the
early visits to schools, the Relic Image was rolled up like a scroll. “It was much easier to
transport like that!” Anne said.
If a school agrees to a visit from the Miraculous Relic Image, this is the best way to get the
whole story across, as more students can attend and get to hear about Our Lady of Guadalupe, many of whom would not otherwise have heard of Her.
(Continued on page 13)
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School Visits
(Continued from page 12)

The first school visits were to the four Catholic
Schools in Bedford: St John Rigby Primary, St
Joseph’s Lower, St Gregory’s Middle and St
Thomas More Upper. For the younger age
group, the Relic Image was taken to an assembly, where the story of the Relic Image was explained and features pointed out, such as the
black band signifying pregnancy. The Relic Image visited the Middle School students of St
Gregory’s for a whole morning, and the stuMany happy faces at Crewe
dents came in class by class to go up onto the
stage, touch the Relic Image and say a prayer.
For the Sixth Formers at St Thomas More, the Visit was more informal; the Relic Image was
set up in their prayer room and the students came along during their free periods to pray
and write petitions. At the time of the visit, the mother of one of the students had recently
died, so the Visit of Our Lady was a great source of comfort.
Since the Pilgrimage Visits have became more
organised, the Relic Image has been taken to cathedrals and churches, and often small school
groups come along for a morning for a talk about
the history and significance of the Relic Image
and have a chance to write a petition and pray in
front of Our Lady. We have several school
presentations designed for different year groups.
Upper school students are very interested in the
scientific facts and tests that have been carried
out on the original tilma of St Juan Diego. The
question and answer follow-up sessions are vital
and show us just how absorbed the students are
in the history and the significance of The Blessed
Mother’s apparitions to St Juan Diego.

Venerating the Relic Image at Nottingham

“The pro-life message is always relevant and important to share with students and teach(Continued on page 14)
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School Visits
(Continued from page 13)

The Relic Image is present at The John Fisher School, Purley

ers alike” comments Guardian Teresa Williams, who shares the Schools Visits with Anne
and with a further Guardian, Donna Gardner. “It is one of the most beautiful images of Our
Lady because it portrays Her in Her pregnancy and the message of Guadalupe is bound up
in the fact that She is 'Protectress of the Unborn'. This must, therefore, be a significant part
of our presentation in schools and although we are not there to give a lesson on abortion
and euthanasia, it has to be 'woven in’, albeit delicately!”. How appropriate this message is
in this year marking the 50th Anniversary of the passing of the Abortion Act.
The Relic Image will be visited by groups of school children in the Stevenage area in October when Our Lady visits St Hilda’s church. We are also in the process of arranging several
standalone school visits later this year in places that can be easily reached in a day from
Bedford.

Keeping the Relic Image in Good Order

Before: Peeling and damaged tape gives the Relic Image a
scruffy appearance.

As you might imagine, taking the Relic Image round the country on Pilgrimage Tour
results in wear and tear as it is put on its
stand and taken off again many times. There
is paper tape on the rear of the backing
board and this had become ripped and was
peeling off, giving the Relic Image a scruffy
appearance. Although the back of the Relic
Image is not normally seen, its nature is
such that it is important to keep it in good
(Continued on page 15)
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Keeping the Relic Image in Good Order
(Continued from page 14)

Under way: The old tape is being completely removed to
reveal the darker frame of the Relic Image.

After: New tape has been applied to give a smart finish.

condition. It was therefore necessary to call upon the skills of Guardian Martin Kay to remedy the damage. The Relic Image was removed from its frame with the appropriate prayers
and laid face down on a table. Martin then removed all the damaged paper tape and replaced it with fresh tape, giving a much smarter appearance. The Relic Image was then replaced in its frame with more prayers and put back in its usual position in the Shrine, ready
for its visit to Southwark at the end of July.
We are very grateful to Martin for using his practical skills in the service of Our Lady.

A Visit from the Miraculous Relic Image?
Perhaps you have had the opportunity to see
the Miraculous Relic Image when it has been
on Pilgrimage Tour, or read about it on the
website or in a publication, and would now
like to arrange a visit to your church, cathedral, school or major event?
In September each year, we plan the schedule
for the Pilgrimage Tour the following year, so
now is the time to start thinking about whethWhat goes where? Planning for the Pilgrimage Visit to er this is something that you would like to see
Nottingham in April 2017.
in your particular location in 2018. We have
many requests and look at each one carefully
to see if we can combine Visits in a particular area so that the maximum number of people
have the chance to visit the Relic Image.
(Continued on page 16)
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A Visit from the Miraculous Relic Image?
(Continued from page 15)

Full details of the considerations that need to be made prior to a Visit can be found on our
website under ‘Organising a Visit FAQ’, but here are the key points:


Assemble the team
The key to the success of a Visit is a number of people working together to make sure
that everything happens as it should. Of course, in a cathedral or church setting, the
Dean or Parish Priest needs to be involved from the outset, as do the local Knights of
St Columba, who provide essential manpower in the handling and guarding of the Relic Image. Parishioners will have an array of roles to play; for example, catering, singing, flower arranging, staffing the repository, etc. Different ethnic communities should
be represented, as should related organisations, such as pro-life groups. In a school,
the Headteacher will be the first point of contact, and in other organisations the Spiritual Director or similar.



Decide on a date
The Relic Image goes on Pilgrimage Tour from April to November each year to avoid
problems with inclement weather. Within this timescale, the Relic Image needs to be
available and not booked elsewhere, and the organisation’s diary needs to be checked
to avoid clashes with other events.



Contact the Shrine
We need to know your preferred date, as far as possible, in advance and certainly by
the September in the year before.



Arrange a Planning Meeting
The National Co-ordinator and at least one other Guardian will come and discuss the
arrangements with you at the venue initially, well in advance, and then again, nearer
the time. At least two Guardians will be with you for the whole duration of the Visit.



Decide on a location for the Relic Image
The Relic Image will be the centrepiece of the Visit, so it should be as visible and accessible as possible. There are practical matters, such as the parking of the van in
which the Relic Image travels, storage of the travelling case, provision of a repository,
etc. to consider.



Think about publicity
Who might be interested coming to the Visit? We can help with posters, press releases, as well as banners, devotional leaflets, etc.

We look forward to hearing from you!
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A Visit from the Miraculous Relic Image?

A team...
(Pictured: Planning for the visit to Dundee (Guardian Dick with Canon Kevin,
Francis Murphy PGK, and Jim Bryce KSC)

Publicity ...

Flower arrangements ...

Leaflets and banners ...

Music …
Devotional leaflets ...

The travelling case of the Relic
Image ...

Transport for the Relic Image ...

Repository ...
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St Juan Diego, Pray for Us
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And finally … can you help us?


Support on Pilgrimage Visits
Fit and committed volunteers are needed to help the Guardians of Our Lady of Guadalupe in a variety of ways: accompanying the Miraculous Relic Image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe on visits, selling repository items, setting up the displays, van driving, etc.
If you are interested and think you could help, please contact us using the contact
form on our website. The more volunteers we have, the more evenly the tasks are
shared out, so that everyone has time to gain the graces and blessings that Our Lady
brings with her on Pilgrimage.



Management Team
We are a small, friendly group which meets over coffee and cakes once a month, usually late Friday morning, to reflect on past Visits, plan future ones and discuss many
other matters relating to the Miraculous Relic Image. You need not live in the Bedford
area, but we would ask that you come to the monthly meetings held on the premises
of St Philip and St James Catholic Church, Severn Way, Bedford, MK41 7BX. The A6 is
nearby, and Bedford train station is a short taxi ride from the church. Again, please
use the contact form to get in touch.
Barbara Kay is welcomed to
the Management Team

For a printed copy of this
newsletter, please contact:
Bedford Guardians
The Shrine of the Miraculous Relic
Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe
The Holy Child & St Joseph's
2 Brereton Road
Bedford MK40 1HU
Tel: 01234 352569
Email: guadalupebedford@gmail.com
www.relicourladyofguadalupe.co.uk
Northampton Diocese Registered
Charity No. 234091

