Lady of
r
u
O
f
o
e
in
r
h
S
e
h
T
ter
Guadalupe Newslet
December 2016

The Miraculous Relic Image
2016 Pilgrimage Programme
Looking back with thankfulness
Looking forward with excitement
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We can look back on 2016 as another year when the Miraculous
Relic Image visited many new places. Thousands of people were
given the opportunity to venerate Our Lady and numerous blessings were received from her.
Some of the statistics from the 2016 National Pilgrimage Tour:


25,000+ pilgrims have attended the churches and cathedrals
the Miraculous Relic Image visited



3,872 miles have been travelled between the Shrine in Bedford
and the venues of the National Pilgrimage Tour



26 new Home Shrine Groups of the Pilgrim Queen have been
established as a legacy at the churches and cathedrals the Miraculous Relic Image has visited



16,000+ prayer cards showing the Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe have been distributed to pilgrims at the venues



14 Catholic schools have received visits or have visited the Miraculous Relic Image as part of the National Pilgrimage Tour



2 Archbishops and 7 Bishops have venerated the Miraculous
Relic Image as part of the National Pilgrimage Tour



39 requests from parishes, dioceses, organisations and schools
for future Pilgrimage visits have been received in 2016



4 couples were married in front of the Image



8 children were baptised in front of the Image.
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St Mary of the Immaculate Conception, Crewe
The tour got off to a great start from 22 – 26 April at St Mary of the Immaculate Conception, Crewe, where two six-foot pillars of roses surrounded the Image. 350 people
attended the Service of Reception. During the 4-day pilgrimage, a steady stream of pilgrims venerated the Image. Two Masses were held in Polish for the large Polish Catholic
population of Crewe, as well as many reflections and rosaries over the 4 days.

Our Lady between pillars of roses at Crewe

St Mary’s School Choir joyfully sing to Our Lady

St Chad’s Metropolitan Cathedral, Birmingham
The next visit was to St
Chad’s Metropolitan Cathedral, Birmingham, from 13 19 May. This visit included
the 2016 March for Life on
the Saturday, where over
1,000 people attended the
Cathedral to venerate Our
Lady of Guadalupe as Patroness of the Unborn. On
the Sunday the cathedral
was again packed for the Birmingham Children’s Hospital
Annual Memorial Mass. As
well as many parish groups
and schools, a large number
of Religious came either separately or in groups, with

students from Oscott Seminary, nuns from orders
based in Maryvale, Birmingham and Walsall, and brothers from the Franciscan FriPro Life students

1,000 people from March for Life
venerated Our Lady of Guadalupe
as Patroness of the Unborn

Nuns venerate the Image

School children visit the Image at
St Chad’s
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Relic Image Visits John Fisher Catholic Boys’ School, Purley
The next visit on 29 June was to John Fisher Catholic Boys’ School in Purley, Surrey, where
the First XI rugby team was employed to carry the Image into the sports hall, which became the chapel for the day!

The sports hall becomes the chapel for the day!

Guardian Michael presents the School Faith Group
and their leader, Mr Walsh, with a Pilgrim Queen
Home Shrine triptych

Our Lady of Guadalupe Visits Wales
The 8 – 10 July saw the first-ever visit of the Image to Wales.
Two days were spent at St David’s Cathedral, Cardiff, where
again the Image was warmly welcomed, including by some
Anglican clergy, and another day was spent at St Joseph’s
High School, Newport.

Veneration at Cardiff Cathedral

First-ever visit
to Wales!

School Mass at St Joseph’s High School
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St Joseph’s & St Edmund’s City Centre Parish, Southampton

Children are baptised at Southampton in the
presence of Our Lady

The Filipino Choir sings in praise of Our Lady

The next Pilgrimage venue was St Joseph’s and St
Edmund’s City Centre Parish in Southampton from
12 – 17 August, which proved to be a truly multicultural visit with the Polish, Kerala Indian and Filipino communities all reflecting their particular cultures with Masses during the course of the week.
There is a shrine to Our Lady at Southampton,
which is, sadly, now
a building site, and a One of the highlights was a
short service was
procession to the medieval
chapel of Our Lady of Grace
held there, praying
for its restoration.

Site of the former medieval chapel of Our Lady of Grace

Youth 2000 Prayer Festival, Walsingham
Our Lady of Guadalupe is Patron of the Youth 2000 movement. On 27 August, for the
fourth year in succession, the Image visited the Youth 2000 2016 Annual International
Youth Prayer Festival held at Walsingham, where over 1,200 young people from all over
the country had the opportunity to venerate the Image!
Father Gabriel leads a workshop

Honorary Guardian Peter in the
workshop tent
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Holy Rood Church, Swindon
The final church visit of the Image in 2016 was to Holy Rood, Swindon, where, as always,
Our Lady was welcomed with great joy, especially as she arrived on her birthday, 8 September. Approximately 1,000 people attended the Reception Service alone in this large
church, which welcomes many visitors daily. The large Goan community were particularly
delighted to welcome ‘Mother Mary’, as were a couple who were getting married that
weekend in the church.

Many nations gather in the presence
of Our Lady

Long queues formed to venerate the Image

Pilgrimage of Reparation and Prayer, Walsingham
The Image returned to Walsingham on 18 September
for the Pilgrimage of Reparation and Prayer for the Sanctity of Life. This was led by
the Rt Rev Alan Williams SM,
Bishop of Brentwood, and Fr
Jeremy Davies of the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal.
The Theme of the Pilgrimage
was “Mother of Mercy”. Devout and joyful veneration
continued throughout the
day, pausing only for Holy
Mass and Adoration
and Benediction. Stations of
The Cross was followed by

the Holy Mile walk, a walk of
penance and reparation, in
silence. Many did this in
bare feet. The day concluded with The Sorrowful Mysteries, followed by The Prayer for England and the Salve
Regina, at the majestic ruin
of The Priory.

Prayer in front of the
Image

The Pilgrimage
ends at the
Priory
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So much preparation, so much support ...
So much preparation, so much support from the priests, parishioners and Knights of St
Columba over the months, and, of course, from the Guardians. So much love and devotion expressed to Our Lady, so much to thank God for. We have currently received 30 requests for visits by the Miraculous Image. As we undertake about 6 visits per year, we
could fill our Pilgrimage diary up until 2021! We carefully consider each and every request and try to fit in as many visits as is practically possible.

The national partnership with the Knights of Saint Columba
reaches the five-year milestone
December 2016 sees us marking the fifth anniversary of the association and national
partnership, both formal and informal, between the Guardians of Our Lady of Guadalupe
and the Knights of St Columba in the preparation and delivery of the Annual National Pilgrimage Tour. The success of these Pilgrimage visits is due in a major way to the participation, guidance and practical assistance provided to us from our Partners in this mission
- the Knights of Saint Columba. They have diligently safeguarded the Miraculous Relic Image when it travels around the country, and the organisation continues to give faithful
service in many practical ways to Our Lady and her Guardians. Grand Knights from
throughout the United Kingdom and members of the Board of Directors will be joining us
at the Feast Day Mass.

and at St
Chad’s,
Birmingham

...and at
Walsingham

KSC Brothers guarding Our
Lady at St David’s Cathedral,
Cardiff
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Dr Susan Sarsfield RIP

Dr Sue Sarsfield (centre) with Guardians Andrew (right),
Anne Marie and Michael during the Pilgrimage Visit to Crewe

We are sad to report that Sue Sarsfield, our Media and Communications Coordinator,
died on 10 October 2016, after a short illness.
Guardian Andrew writes on behalf of the Team, “Sue was a hard-working, intelligent,
caring and a very thoughtful friend and colleague to all of us. Sue was diagnosed with a
brain tumour earlier this year, but that did not defeat her. She often told me how she
was sustained by her faith and the love and support of her many friends and family.
Sue’s love for our Blessed Mother Our Lady of Guadalupe was evident by the statue that
was ever present in her room in the nursing home where she spent her final days. She
was continually asking for details and photographs of this year’s National Pilgrimage
Tour.
For all of us, it was a privilege to have known, worked and socialised with Sue. We will
all have our own personal and unique memories of the mark she left in our hearts and
our lives.”
Sue’s Requiem Mass was held on 26 October 2016 at Saints Philip and James Church,
Bedford, where she had been a parishioner. The Parish Priest, Fr Jonathan Hill, was the
main celebrant, and the Mass was co-celebrated by Fr Seamus Keenan and Fr Tony Brennan. Deacon Tony Quigley also assisted. The Requiem Mass was followed by a short
committal at the crematorium where Sue’s daughter-in-law, Jenny, read out a moving
piece written by Sue’s granddaughter, Freya. There was then a reception at the local golf
club where we had very welcome refreshments.
Sue had requested donations to be made to the local Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) or St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) in lieu of flowers and both
these charities which were dear to Sue’s heart have benefited from this gesture.
May she rest in peace. Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for her.

Page 8

Guardians welcome Barbara Kay, our new Media and
Publicity Coordinator

Guardian Andrew Hinde presents Barbara Kay with her badge of office at
October’s Management Meeting

I was asked if I would be the
new Media and Publicity Coordinator when it became
clear that Sue Sarsfield
would be unable to carry on
due to her illness. I was
about to retire from fulltime work and so was able
to offer the time commitment. I already had a connection with Our Lady of
Guadalupe in that my husband, Martin (beside me at
the table) is an Honorary
Guardian, and as a retired
carpenter, has made the
travelling case, the stand for
the Image, the collection
boxes and is currently working on a petition box.

Because of the timing of my
taking up this role in midOctober, one of my first duties was to be involved in
the arrangements for the
Feast Day Mass in Bedford
on 12 December. The local
and national press were contacted with press releases
and adverts, I began to keep
a guest list of attendees and
prepare guest packs for the
Mass.
Sue Sarsfield has left me
some enormous shoes to fill,
as I discover how much time
she spent in the service of
Our Lady of Guadalupe. It
was at Mass one Sunday
that a line from Blessed John
Henry Newman’s hymn

“Firmly I believe and truly”
jumped off the page:
“Simply to His grace and
wholly, light and life and
strength belong, And I love
supremely, solely, Him the
Holy, Him the Strong”. I need
that strength which comes
from the grace of God alone
to carry on with the work
that Sue did so effectively,
and I am confident that He
will grant it as I carry out His
work. Please pray for me.
If you need to contact me,
please email me at
mbk3@outlook.com.
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A new van for the New Year
We are facing a practical problem as the Miraculous Relic Image tours the country and we very much hope you
will be able to help.
As you will see from the pictures, the present van that
we use is not big enough to carry Our Lady safely and
respectfully as befits a Relic. In addition, we need more
space for the ever-growing range of repository items
that we take on tour. The sale of these represents a significant part of our income and the items can easily be
damaged when they are stacked in our present van.

The current van — difficult to transport
and protect the Relic Image and find
room for repository items...

The current van — everything is jammed in

We therefore intend to purchase a larger van which we
hope will be in service when we start the 2017 tour season in March. It’s a Peugeot Boxer L2H2, which will enable
us to accommodate the Image in the travelling case on its
side and will also give us space to transport the repository
items safely on shelving. We will be able to access everything far more easily than we can in the present van, so
loading and unloading will be speeded up, and this will be
further assisted by the installation of a ramp.
A new Boxer would cost in the region of £15,000, but we
are looking to acquire a good quality secondhand one
about 1 – 2 years old and costing about £12,000.

Obviously, this is a major project and we are actively looking for funds, so any contribution
you can make would be greatly appreciated. If Our Lady has brought you blessings from
venerating her Miraculous Relic Image, please consider helping the Guardians to make future visits run even more smoothly. Contributions may be made by cheque, payable to Bedford Guardians Group, and sent
to The Guardians, c/o The Shrine of the
Miraculous Relic Image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, The Holy Child & St Joseph's,
2 Brereton Road, Bedford MK40 1HU, or
please consider making a donation via our
website
www.relicourladyofguadalupe.co.uk.
Peugeot Boxer L2H2 where everything will fit safely and where
Our Lady can travel with dignity
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Plans under consideration for The Miraculous Relic Image
of Our Lady of Guadalupe to travel to Ireland and Scotland
in 2017
2017 will see us further develop the opportunities for devotion. A visit for the first time to
both Northern and Southern Ireland is under consideration. If this comes about, the Image will visit the newly opened Our Lady of Guadalupe Centre based at the Shrine in
Knock.
Later in the year, a visit to the National Shrine of Our Lady at Karfin near Glasgow in Scotland is also under consideration.
We are, of course, also in the process of planning more visits to churches and cathedrals
in England during 2017. We anticipate visiting Nottingham in April and Plymouth in May.
We look forward to many more people being able to see and venerate the Miraculous
Relic Image as she tours the country once again.

Home Shrine Devotion
The Home Shrines of Our Lady of Guadalupe have continued to help focus family,
group and parish prayer. Visits this year to
Crewe, Birmingham, Manchester, Southampton, Cardiff and Swindon proved to
be a great opportunity for parishes and
groups to learn about the Home Shrine
Devotion and new guardians have been
established in the parishes we visited. In
2016, approximately 30 Home Shrines
have been distributed and we are grateful
to the Jennyruth Workshop for adults
with learning difficulties in Ripon for their wonderful work in making those Home
Shrines.
The Home Shrine Devotion was approved by St Pope John Paul II and now also by Pope
Francis. The idea is simple: for a group of families or individuals to host the Home Shrine
triptych for a few days or a week, to pray the Rosary daily and to invite other group members or family and friends to join them if possible. It is suggested that a group of up to 9
people can share the cost of the purchase of the Home Shrine and then circulate the
Shrine between them.
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...Home Shrine Devotion
Some parishes have purchased the Home Shrines for parish use and a parish volunteer
Guardian organises the circulation of the Home Shrine around the Parish based on requests.
Next year, we may be reintroducing the Home Shrines from Mexico, if we can find ways
to import them cost effectively. We distribute the Home Shrines ‘at cost’ and sometimes
also subsidise them as they are a focus for continued prayer in the parishes we have visited around England, Scotland and Wales.
With thanks to all those who have established groups or circulate them in your parishes.
Our Lady, Pilgrim Queen of the Family, is a sure blessing to our homes, parishes and wider community. As Saint Pope John Paul II commented,
‘As the family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the whole world in which we live…’

Prayer Cards
‘The Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe will be the centre from which the
light of the gospel of Christ will illuminate the entire world by the means of
distribution of the Miraculous Relic Image of His Mother’
Pope Saint John Paul II – Visit to the Basilica in Mexico – 1979
The Guardians of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Bedford continue to distribute, without charge, the
prayer cards with Our Lady’s image on the front
and her words to Juan Diego in 1531 on the reverse.
The prayer cards are helping to spread awareness
of her Miraculous Image. This awareness will generate interest and faith in Our Lady’s Image, which
by its very existence defies scientific explanation
for its pigmentation, creation and ageing. The inexplicable Image is a witness to the truth of the Gospel: that she bore a divine Son and that all things
are possible to God. Our Lady herself has orchestrated this evangelisation.
(continued on next page…)

...Prayer Cards
Millions of Aztecs were peacefully converted to the Catholic faith following the gift of
her Miraculous Image on Juan Diego’s cactus tilma, and Pope John Paul II recognised
her role in what he called the ‘new evangelisation’ for a new generation,
‘…I would like to turn my thoughts to Tepeyac, to Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the
first and the new evangelization of America. To her I entrust the pilgrim Church in Mexico and the American continent, and I fervently ask her to guide her children, so that
they will enter the third millennium with faith and hope.’
This ‘new evangelisation’ is international, she is the mother of all nations and we are
pleased to be able to assist in this outreach with the distribution of Our Lady’s image
and words on our prayer cards. The idea began as an inspiration in August 2014 and
since then we have distributed approximately 8,000 cards in 2015 at Walsingham
Youth 2000, school visits and visits to Shrewsbury, Portsmouth, Birmingham, Peterborough and Glasgow.
In 2016 we have distributed approximately 16,400 cards in visits to schools, Southampton, Crewe, Birmingham, Manchester, Cardiff, Swindon and Walsingham Youth
200.
Many people take the cards and hold them against the Relic Image on the National
Tour, many people take them also for family and friends or those with a special need.
Requests and Translation: We were pleased to provide them to the Chaplaincy in Bedford Hospital and also to translate them into French following a request for us to post
500 cards over there. We have had a request for more French prayer cards and also requests for us to translate them into Italian and Polish, which is another project ahead…
We have just ordered another 10,000 prayer cards…
For a printed copy of this
newsletter, please contact:
Bedford Guardians
The Shrine of the Miraculous Relic
Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe
The Holy Child & St Joseph's
2 Brereton Road
Bedford MK40 1HU
Tel: 01234 352569
Email: guadalupebedford@gmail.com
www.relicourladyofguadalupe.co.uk
Pope Saint John Paul II

Northampton Diocese Registered
Charity No. 234091cxdff

