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The Miraculous Relic Image
Another very busy year.
2015 - 2016 Pilgrimage Programme
We shall in future issue the Newsletter twice a year, March and
October, due to the high volume of work required from the
editor in the months of Pilgrimage Visits, April to October.
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The programme for the year April 2015 to March 2016 started
in April, with two separate day Pilgrimages. First we travelled to
The Hope Foundation on Hayling Island, then continued after an
overnight stay to Southampton, St Georges Catholic College.
In May we travelled to Shrewsbury Cathedral for six days
followed by a day Pilgrimage to Birmingham to support The
March for Life.
June we visited Brentwood Cathedral for six days, July we went to
Peterborough St Peter & All Souls for six days. August we had a
Day Pilgrimage to the Shrine by the Curia of OLOG, and a Day
Pilgrimage to Walsingham Youth 2000 Retreat. September a day
at Walsingham for the National Pro-Life movement.
We end this year’s Pilgrimage Visits in October, at St Andrews
Metropolitan Cathedral in Glasgow for five days. (Vol 4, Issue 1)

Snippets of News 2015





The Glasgow Midwives unfortunately lost their case. SPUC nationally
backed the pair’s battle to be considered conscientious objectors and
plans to raise funds to help with costs, which could be £300,000.
Winner of the Trip for two to Dublin. At the Fundraising Dance the
winner was Margaret Molloy of Kempston. Congratulations!
New Home Shrine Groups established in St Wilfrid’s Harrogate,
St Michael and All Angels Leigh Park Hants, Corpus Christi Airdrie,
St Charles ,Paisley, and Fiat Prayer Community St Gregory’s Parish,
S. Glasgow.
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Feast Day Mass of OLOG December 14
One of the most moving occasions was that of
the Feast Day Mass of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
celebrated on 12 December. Bishop Peter
concelebrated Mass with Priests from our
Pastoral Area and beyond.
During the Mass, which was filmed for EWTN
and which was screened in April, Guardians of
the Home Shrine and the families renewed their
promises. Visitors had travelled from Glasgow, Leeds, Luton, Portsmouth,
Peterborough and the Norwich area.
We had been looking forward to welcoming the
Supreme Knight. Charlie McCluskey to Bedford but
unfortunately there had been trouble with Air Traffic
Control and his flight from Glasgow was cancelled.
A presentation, commemorating 50 years of
membership of the KSC, was
made by Bishop Peter to Brother Jack Doyle.
Finally, as the church emptied when the congregation
adjourned to the Guild Room for refreshments, Bishop
Peter agreed to be interviewed by Sue Sarsfield about
the history and importance of the Miraculous Relic
Image, particularly in this increasingly secular age.

EWTN DVD of Feast Day Mass and Bishops interview
EWTN DVD of Feast Day Mass and Bishops interview is now available
on You Tube.
Address: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_2XNdCORhc or go
to You Tube and in the search box type ‘The Shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Bedford’ and the DVD will appear in the choices section
on the right hands side.
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The Hope Foundation and St George’s Catholic College
At the request of The Hope Foundation (Alcohol & Drug Recovery Service) in Hayling
Island, we went to St Patrick’s, a small but beautiful church. The Guardians were
greeted by KSC Brother Sean Smith The new Provincial Grand Knight, Portsmouth.
The Knights assisted in the preparation and the organisation of the day. The Service
of Reception had 60 attending. A programme had been designed for the afternoon,
with the approval of Fr Abraham (PP), with periods from 1pm to 6.30 of private
veneration, public Prayer and meditation, and the recitation of the Rosary to OLOG.
Interestingly, a large number of the visitors were from other Christian denominations
(including the staff and users from the Hope Foundation) but everyone played a full
part joining in the devotions, particularly the Rosary and Benediction. The following
day, the team visited St George’s School in Southampton at the request of the
Deputy Headmaster David Walford. Masses were held at the school, along with talks
on the History of the Devotion and thE Miraculous Image. Many of the students and
staff appeared to be genuinely moved by the presence of the Miraculous Relic Image.
The School was presented with a framed picture commemorating the visit. When school
finished for the day, the public were invited in, prayers & devotion followed with the
Team available to answer the many questions raised. The visits to both the Hope
Foundation ad St George’s School were very successful and rewarding.

The Cathedral of Our Lady Help of Christians and St Peter of
Alcantara, Shrewsbury.
We visited Shrewsbury Cathedral from the 9th -15th
May. A recce visit was done on the 10th February,
the Guardians were shown round the Cathedral
and given the opportunity to
admire the stained glass windows by Margaret Rope. One
of the greatest treasures of the
Cathedral is the stained glass. Seven of the windows
are masterpieces in the Arts and Crafts tradition by
Margaret Rope, an artist born in Shrewsbury in
1882 who later became a Carmelite nun. Visitors
travel great distances to see her work in Shrewsbury Cathedral. It was
decided the most suitable place for the Image during its stay would be in
St Winifride’s Chapel. The Service of Reception on Sat 9th May was in the
presence of the Bishop, Rt Rev Mark Davies, followed by Vespers. The
Service of Return was after the 9.30 am Mass on Friday instead of
Saturday to allow the Image to go to St Chads Birmingham for the day of
March for Life.
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National Partnership Agreement signed in Glasgow
The Knights of St Columba have signed a Partnership Agreement with the
Guardians of Our Lady of Guadalupe to organise and co-ordinate visits of
the Relic Image across mainland Britain, and at special request, Scotland.
Charlie McCluskey, Supreme Knight of the Order, met with Andrew
Hinde National Coordinator Visits for the Guardians of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, in St Alphonsus Church House in Calton, Glasgow, on
Wednesday, to formally sign the Agreement.
Also present at
the
mee ting
were
many
members of the
Knights and Fr
Ian
Bathgate,
SX, a Chaplain
of the Order,
who
has
a
special devotion
to Our Lady of
Guadalupe from
his time as a
missionary
in
Mexico.
Andrew presented Charlie McCluskey with a Home Shrine Triptych, the
symbol of the Home Shrine that all who pray the Rosary can focus on, it
is a devotion which promotes praying the Rosary for life, vocations,
brotherhood and community.

When the Relic Image visits Cathedrals and
Churches in other parts of the Country, the
Guardians are present for the Services of
Reception and Return, but security is firmly and
professionally in the hands of the Knights of St
Columba. The Knights are very supportive and
dependable, giving of their time freely, they make
a significant contribution to the safety of the
Image and the Guardians peace of mind.
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March for Life, St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham May 2015
Archbishop Bernard Longley at private veneration prior to the start of the
March for Life 2015

At the request of the organisers for the 2015 March for Life Birmingham,
the Miraculous Relic Image visited St Chads Cathedral for the Mass
which took place at the beginning of the Day. As Protectress of the
Unborn they felt it was important that Our Lady’s Image should be with
them as a focus for their
mission and witness for the
protection of Life. Around 2000
people took part and had time
for veneration before setting off.
Archbishop Bernard Longley
blessed the work of the
Guardians at a private
veneration prior to the start of
the March.
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Cathedral of St Mary & St Helen, Brentwood.
Three of the Bedford Guardians travelled
to Brentwood in our new van recently
acquired by a fellow parishioner for the
use of the Guardians. The team arrived at
the Cathedral by about 4.15 pm. The
Knights of St Columba (Province 10) , led
by Robert Sobola, were there to help
unload the van. Prayers were said by Fr
Mark Reilly during the unpacking of the
Relic Image. Angela Lobozzo and her husband
had arrived from Peterborough (Peterborough
was next visit) Rehearsal was led by Fr Mark at
6.30. By the time Bishop Alan Williams had
arrived to start the Service of Reception at 7.30
pm, the Cathedral had welcomed 200+
worshippers. As the
Guardians and Knights
(with Bertie Grogan, Deputy Supreme Knight,
and Joe Rodriguez, KSC Communications Director) processed into the
Cathedral, the congregation joined in the singing of the Hymn to Our Lady
of Guadalupe. As everyone took their seats, Robert Sobola gave the
introductory reading, Bishop Alan led the prayer to Our Lady of
Guadalupe then received the Relic
Image into the care of the Brentwood
Diocese. Andrew Hinde gave his address about the History of OLOG.
Hymns to Our Lady, namely “Hail,
Queen of Heaven” and “Holy Virgin”
were sung. The Prayer for the Unborn
was
said
by
B i s hop
A la n
before he gave his address. He compared the
Walsingham Shrine with that in Mexico city (and he
sheepishly admitted that he found the Mexican one
slightly better!) The St John Paul II Prayer to Our
Lady of Guadalupe was led by the Bishop before the
final Blessing and Dismissal. The Image remained for
six days for private veneration and prayers.
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St Peter and All Souls Church, Peterborough.
Some of the
ten priests
arriving
for the
ceremony

The visit to Peterborough was fantastic! The welcome from the Parish,
their devotion and their organisation, particularly the help of Guardian
Angela Lobozzo and Joe Rodriguez, will never be forgotten! The Service of
Reception at which the principal celebrant was Rev David Paul, the Dean
of St John’s Cathedral, Norwich, was attended by over 300 people, 10
priests and 2 deacons, and 2 Children’s choirs. After the service, many
pilgrims remained to venerate the Relic Image.
During the following
few
days
the
devotions continued,
including the East
Timor
community
who met at 3 pm
each day to pray the
Rosary and sing devotional hymns. Picture
above right, the East Timor Community
On Tuesday, 14 July, John Smeaton CEO SPUC visited St Peter’s to
venerate the Relic Image and also to give a very impassioned talk on
respect for life, against euthanasia and our disposable society, and
defence of the family. His talk followed the service of Vespers.
Pictures of John Smeaton
during his talk, and after when
he venerated the
Image of
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Protectress of the Unborn.
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All too soon for the people of Peterborough the visit came to an end on
Thursday 16 July, Each day prior to this, hundreds of visitors came
including parties of school children
from all the Catholic Schools in the
city, as well as a party from the
Peterborough Cathedral (Anglican)
choir school.
Picture of Pilgrims
venerate the Image.

queuing

to

The Mass on the Friday was led
by Fr Adam and concelebrated
with priests from other
churches in the town as well as
a visiting priest from Louth (who
had viewed the web site by
chance the evening before and
decided to come) and a visiting
priest from Warsaw.
Present in the congregation were
the Head Master of St John Fisher
Secondary School and the leader of
the City Council. At the end of
Mass the Image was returned to the Guardians, a short talk about the
Home Shrine devotion was given.
Commemorative pictures of Our
Lady of Guadalupe were presented
to Fr Adam, Angela Lobozzo and
Joe Rodriguez as a token for all
their help and support. A very
successful Pilgrimage visit.
We are on the web
www.relicourladyofguadalupe.co.uk
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Legion of Mary – Our Lady of Guadalupe Curia visit the Shrine
Some members with Mary Frost and Oksana before their day starts.

The visit was originally booked in by Donna, the Shrine Coordinator, but
she has been absent for a few months caring for a sick relative, so Mary
Frost, on behalf of the Guardians, organised the day of reflection for
members of the Our Lady of Guadalupe Curia (Northampton South) and
The Legion of Mary.
On Saturday 22nd August 2015, Feast of the Queenship of Mary, the
members and their President, Mrs J M Weekes, spent the day following
the Shrine day-pilgrimage programme.
Members of the Curia, who come from Luton, Aylesbury and
Northampton areas were joined by Father Roy Karakkattu, Chaplain to
the Guardians, who addressed the Curia through a spiritual reflection,
which centered on the Gifts of Mary, our Mother.
Mrs Weekes thanked Father Roy, and especially Mary, for providing the
group with a wonderful opportunity for such a spiritually rewarding day.
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The Miraculous Relic Image Visits Youth 2000
Annual International Youth Prayer Festival 2015
Christina Lynas, Director of Youth 2000 welcomed Guardians Andrew,
Petrit and Michael to the Festival, Our Lady of Guadalupe is Patroness of
the Youth 2000 movement.
On Saturday 29th August, for the third year, the Miraculous Relic Image
visited the National Shrine of Our Lady, in Walsingham, Norfolk, the
Annual Prayer Festival is held in fields around the National Shrine of Our
Lady. Over 1,200 young people from all over the country gathered for the
event.
We met many new faces and old friends whom we had got to know
through the National Pilgrimage Tour. The “Youth” interest and desire for
understanding in Our Lady of Guadalupe as “Protectress of the Unborn”
made this visit very special.

The Miraculous Relic Image arrives, Petrit and Michael bring the Miraculous Relic Image in

Setting up the Image in the tent provided

Volume 3 Issue 1

Tent for Veneration of the Image

Page 11

The main arena in the field at Walsingham

The Miraculous Relic Image was there as a centre piece for devotion and
for a workshop entitled” Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of Life” Father
Gabriel an American Priest from the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal,
supported by Guardian Andrew, led two sessions in which the story of the
Miracle of Guadalupe was told, and testimony to the Miraculous powers of
the Image were recounted. Guardian Andrew explained our work in this
country and our mission which had developed through the National
Pilgrimage Tour.

Father Gabriel

Guardian Andrew

The workshops were well attended and overran due to the number of
youth pilgrims wishing to venerate the Miraculous Relic Image. Christina
Lynas, Director of Youth 2000 told us that she had been impressed and
humbled by the interest and devotion of those attending.
Andrew of behalf of the Guardians thanked Father Gabriel for his spiritual
direction and the strength of his message. We are looking forward to being
there again in 2016.
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Walsingham National Pro-Life Pilgrimage 2015
The Miraculous Relic was invited to be a devotional presence, Our Lady
of Guadalupe is patron of the Prolife movement as well as the family.
The pilgrims from Bedford and Milton
Keynes shared a coach and arrived in
Walsingham in good time for the
Mass at 12 noon where we were
joined by Pilgrims from throughout
the United Kingdom. Bishop Philip
Egan, from Portsmouth, was the
Principal Celebrant at the Mass. In
his homily, he preached on the
importance of the traditional family
and the respect for life from its
conception to natural death. Sadly, in
today’s “I want” society the vulnerable are sometimes considered as
disposable. He also warned of the danger of Scientism and its teaching,
even in Catholic schools. Fourteen members of our party were honoured
to form the offertory procession. After Mass, there followed Stations of
the Cross, Exposition and Benediction. Then the recitation of the first 3
sorrowful mysteries before Pilgrims walked the Holy Mile to the Priory in
silence where the final 2 mysteries were prayed.
The Miraculous Relic Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe was displayed for
Veneration before and
after Mass and hundreds
of
Pilgrims
took
advantage
of
this
opportunity to pray to
Our Lady and touch the
Relic Image and offer
prayers for the sanctity
of life. Once again, KSC
Province 38 led by
Provincial Grand Knight
Damian Reilly were with
us
as
partner’s
to
provide
support
and
assist with the organisation. This Walsingham Pilgrimage is always a
happy occasion and is an opportunity to meet fellow Prolife supporters,
especially our friends and fellow Guardians from the Diocese and
beyond. It was lovely to see Fr Jeremy Davies, Fr Jacob Hausman and
Fr Simon Penhalagan among the clergy present.

